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carried out to falsify and refute the Mahdi's claims. When the
Mahdists besieged Khartoum, the 'ulema issued a fatwa giving
the soldiers of Khartoum garrison licence to break Ramadan
fast. This licence was given under the pretext that the soldiers
would perform their duties more efficiently when they ‘break
the fast. Furthermore, Koran was recited in the mosques to lift
up the hearts of the people. Finally, Gordon utilized the 'ulema
in composing his replies to the warning letters received from

the Mahdi and his commanders.

By virtue of their very existence as a privileged class that
came out of the Turco-Egyptian cloak, the 'ulama opposed the
Mahdi. Over and above, the 'ulema were led into the conflict
with the Mahdi by their academic learning which abhors the
images of the sufi teachings-the Mahdi's conception being an
extreme one - and its theory of knowledge based on kashf. In
their opposition to the Mahdi, the 'ulama were at a
disadvantage. Oppressed and illtreated as they were, the
Sudanese Muslims were looking for a Mahdi to purify the faith
and to govern with justice. The Sudanese Muslims were
brought up under fagirs guidanced and thus were familiar with
the sufi diction and visions rather than with the cold logic of
the 'ulema. The Mahdi won the day because he had been stirred
by the misery of his people and appealed to their mind and soul
in the language and imagery they cherished, conceived and
understood.

The Mahdi-'ulema conflict constitutes a part of the overall
struggle between the Muslim jurists and sufists. This movement
could be best understood when it is put in this context.



RESUMEBMN

The book deals with the propaganda war that took place
between Mohammed Ahmed al-Mahdi (1881-1885) and the
'ulama of the Turco-Egyptian regime (1821-1881) when the
issue of winning the people to either side of the conflict was a
burning one. The conflict between the Mahdi and the
'‘Ulema-the subject of this book-is one aspect of the greater and
wider conflict that took place between the Mahdi and the

Turco-Egyptian regime leading to the successful Mahdist
Revolution of 1881 in the Sudan,

The term (‘ulema) is used throughout the book to designate
those Sudanese and foreigners who had been to al-Azhar, thus
conversant in Islamic jurisprudence and traditions, and held
posts in the Turco-Egyptian administration as muftis, judges,
preachers and teachers. In order to show the cultural aspect of
the Mahdi-'ulema conflict, reference is made to cases of certain
'ulama who were not part of the administrative machinery.
Other 'ulama, whose Azharite qualifications are not known to
us, and who did not constitute a part of the Turco-Egyptian
administration, though they were part of other kingdoms
subject to that regime, are also referred to.

The Turco-Egyptian period witnessed the schisin between the
fagirs and 'ulama's institutions in which the peaceful
co-existence these institutions enjoyed during the Funj Kingdom
came to a drastic end. Under Governor Ga'tfar Pasha
(1865-1871), Mumtaz and later Ismail Pasha, the donation
system as well as the educational policy, were oriented to serve
the growth of the 'ulama class at the expense of the
degenerating traditional fagirs.

As a unit in the administrative set-up, the 'ulama did their
utmost to defend the Turco-Egyptian system. "The General
Advice to the Muslim Community on the Disobedience to
Rulers and Breaking off the Sultan's Allegience" by Ahmed
al-Azhari and other extensive pamphleteering activity was
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